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DEDICATION 


The pages that follow open the gates of a new life to us as Church- 
men. They show us our Christian responsibilities and present us with the 
opportunity to grow spiritually through true stewardship. We must look 
to this new venture in faith as a challenge of loyalty to our Church and 
Parish. Together we must move forward boldly and through sacrificial 
giving witness our love for our God and our fellowmen. To those men 
and women, who by their vision and their faithfulness and through their 
sacrifice show their love for God and Church, this booklet is dedicated. 


PROLOGUE 


"Know therefore this day, and lay it to your 
heart, that the Lord is God in heaven above and 
on the earth beneath: there is no other. There- 
fore you shall keep his commandments, which | 
command you this day that it may go well with 
you, and with your children after you, and that 
you may prolong your days in the land which the 
Lord your God gives you forever." ... And God 
spoke to Moses and He said, "You shall have no 
other gods before me. You shall not make for 
yourself a graven image, or any likeness of any- 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth; you shall not bow down to them or serve 
them: for | the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thou- 
sands of those who love me and keep my com- 
mandments.” ... "Take heed lest you forget the 
Lord your God, by not keeping his command- 
ments and his ordinances and his statutes, which 
| command you this day: lest, when you have 
eaten and are full, and have built goodly houses 


and live in them, and when your silver and gold 
is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 
then your heart be not lifted up, and you forget 
the Lord your God.” ... “Beware, lest you say 
in your heart, 'My power and the mightiof my 
hand have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall re- 
member the Lord your God, for it is he who gives 
you power to get wealth. ... And obey his voice 
in all that | command you this day, with all your 
heart and with all your soul.” ... "The Lord your 
God will make you abundañtly prosperous in all 
the work of your hand, in x fruit of your body, 
and in the fruit of your catfle, and in the fruit 
of your ground; for the Lord will again take de- 
light in prospering you, as he took delight in 
your fathers, if you obey thé voice of the Lord 
your God, to keep his commandments and his 
statutes which are written, if you turn to the Lord 
your God with all vour heart and with all your 


soul." . . . ‘The word is very near you; it is in 
your mouth and in your heart, so that you can 
do it." ... "Be you doers of the word and not 


hearers only.” 


A MESSAGE 
FROM 
OUR RECTOR 


This booklet presents to you a venture of faith. lt 
presents us with a challenge and asks us to lift our 
eyes to the future. | join with the men of your vestry 
and other leaders of St. Mark's Church in sponsor- 
ing this program of education in Christian Steward- 
ship. It took courage for your leaders to take this 
step. It now calls for the faith and loyalty of each 
member of our parish and congregation to do this 


job for Christ and His Church. 


St. Mark's has had a splendid history of over a 
hundred years. We are proud of our heritage of 
Faith and are thankful for this glorious House of 
God. The past, however, is over; the future is ahead. 
| believe that the great days of this parish are yet to 
come. This makes today important. The present sets 
the goal and lays the course for the future. 


Have you ever thought what it means to have St. 
Mark's at the very heart of Philadelphia? Are we 
aware that our Blessed Lord speaks to thousands of 
men and women who pass its doors — "Come unto 
me all ye that travail and are heavy laden and | will 
refresh you." Your parish is a spiritual force in this 
city greater than any one of us realizes. Yet, beyond 
this, there is much to do to fulfill our mission for 
Christ. We must become a family at one in heart 
and mind for our Lord. We must reach out into our 
"community" with the Gospel. There are many un- 
churched families and individuals in the Rittenhouse 
Square area. There are children who have no Chris- 
tian education who could be brought to our Sunday 


School. 


Our growing sense of ''family'' and our expand- 
ing program of Christian Education points up our 
need for an adequate parish house building. Classes 
for Sunday School, meeting rooms, proper offices 


are only a few of the improvements we should face 
in the immediate future. Those who have faith in the 
future of St. Mark's will welcome this present oppor- 
tunity to share in a new program of sacrificial giv- 
ing. Our need in this respect is to understand how 
necessary it is for each Churchman to give sacri- 
ficially through a desire to show our appreciation 
to the Lord we have promised to serve. 


Please read this brochure from cover to cover. 
Consider the thoughts here presented and all that 
you will hear during the canvass. Finally, pray for 
guidance to know what to do and for courage to do 
it. Learning to put God first, we shall learn to return 
to Him worship, devotion, and His share in what we 
have and earn. 


Faithfully yours, 
EMMETT P. PAIGE, Rector. 


Our Responsibility 


Many of our daily activities are built around price tags. 
If we want to buy a loaf of bread, an automobile, a house, 
take a vacation, have a leaky roof fixed, or the television set 
repaired, we must be ready to part with a definite amount 
of money or do without. The things we want to do we pre- 
pare for in our budget or we rationalize the expenditure. 


Fortunately, there are no prices marked on many of 
the things that are most important. Love, friendship, good 
will; they are not denied to the poor, nor will wealth buy 
them. Your Church is such a priceless possession. lt wel- 
comes you without a bank balance. lt stands as ready to 
comfort the destitute as the wealthy. 


While yóu cannot measure in terms of the market- 
place what your Church brings to you, it will be worth your 


while to spend a few quiet minutes considering what it does mean. Holy Baptism made you a 
member of Christ and of the Church. The strengthening gifts of the Holy Spirit become yours in 
confirmation. In Holy Communion you receive Christ himself. The Church gives spiritual meaning to 
your marriage. These things are priceless and freely given, but such gifts of grace find balance in 
Christian Giving. 

While the Church demands no recompense for its blessings, it does carry out its work in 
a world of hard economic laws. The kingdom of Christ welcomes all who accept Him, but His 


OUR REAL GOAL 


Our real goal in this Canvass is to have every family in our congregation a sacrificially 
pledging family. We know that when our members and friends understand this program and 
how it serves each individual, our aims will be achieved. We want each Church member and 
friend to truly feel that he understands his responsibility as a member of a Christian congre- 
gation, and to know that he is making a sincere effort to bring himself closer to his Church. 

Ours is not a poor Church—it is a Church of "poor givers.'' The records of our Church 
show that most of us before have never made a sacrificial pledge. Only a few of our members 
have even been attempting to truly return a proper and proportionate share of their income 
to the Church. Too few of us have even made a pledge to the Church for any purpose and most 
of these have been so token that they have been poorly paid—they were not even significant 
enough to seem important to the giver. 

lt is true that we have made gifts to the Church at times before. Even so, these were not 
pledges that represented sacrifice and we must honestly admit that most of these were token 
gifts. This means that we could have given more, but we did not think a larger gift was neces- 
sary. 

y However, | am not sure we are to be criticized for our giving habits to date for indeed 
our Church has been lacking in an effective stewardship education program. We have given 
poorly because the asking has been begging. So we have only half tried to give enough to meet 
the Church's needs. We have given no thought to our own personal need to give to the Church 
for the enriching experience to our own Spiritual lives. 


Church on earth has all the mundane money problems that face each of its members. lt must 
provide food and clothing to those who give their lives to serving it. It must pay to erect its houses of 
worship, light them with electricity, warm them on a winter day. The spires of the Church reach 
toward Heaven, but its foundations are deep in the-earth. Thus if the Church is to continue to serve 
men, it must work through men. Its continuing existence and extension depends upon the grateful 
hearts of those to whom it has given so much. The support of the full Church program must be as 
systematically provided for as all God's natural blessings of night and day and the opportunity to 
work in this land of freedom — just as systematically and regularly as we take care of the support 
of all things in our own daily lives. 

Yes, it is unfortunately true that we so often neglect the things that should mean the most 
to us. We pledge ourselves for our lights, our gas, our telephones, our rents, our house payments. 
We practically live on pledges and the butcher, the baker, the landlord, the radio repair man 
present us with itemized bills—and the majesty of the law will back him up if we are reluctant 
to pay. Yet the Church makes no such demands of us. It asks us to pledge and then with helpful 
reminders leaves it to our free will to give. We may neglect the Church and yet it always 
stands ready to help us. 

However, your responsibility is to pledge an amount that is the minimum Christian stand- 
ard of giving'or better—if you honestly care to show your love for His Church. Others cannot 
assume this responsibility for you. Their generosity can insure that the building program is 
carried out, but it becomes a little less effective to every person who decides it is all right for 
him to accept God's gifts without return. 


Sincerely yours, 
A. M. SHOMATE. 


Canvass Committee Chairman. 


In our Canvass each of us will be asked to attend Church more regularly wherever we may 
happen to be and to bring others with us. We will be asked to find a part in our Church pro- 
gram and to share our time and our talents as well as our material possessions to make our Church 
family lives stronger while strengthening our own Spiritual lives. We shall think then of steward- 
ship in terms of service, co-operation, participation, fellow- 
ship and sacrifice—putting God first before all things—in 
order that we shall make our own Christian lives a greater 
influence for others. 

The reward of such stewardship will be yours as an 
individual Church member in proportion to your own spirit 
of willingness to be an active Christian. 

We are going ahead with this program and we are 
going to be better for it. We hope that each individual will 
find it in his heart to join with us. The Church will continue 
to move ahead whether every individual joins this program 
or not. However, no individual member of the congregation 
should impoverish his own Christianity and weaken his own 
Spiritual life by withholding himself from full commitment 
to this program at this time. 


Yours in fellowship, 
GEORGE W. PEPPER, 


General Chairman. 


What Is My Part? 


Proportionate giving is giving ''as God has prospered." 
That does not mean giving God a portion of our income or 
possessions, but giving Him His portion of our material 
increase. 

We have been slow in learning this lesson. So few even 
realize what is God's portion of what He has given us. We 
have through the years developed certain giving habits 
which gradually become standards of giving for many. Here 
are the most commonly practiced measures of giving in vogue 
among us: ''| give my share '— | give the average '—| give 
more than the others''—''l give about as much as last year.” 
—"| give according to what | think the Church needs." 

Have you ever found these standards of giving in the 
Bible? You won't. What is God's portion of your income? 

What you pledge toward the support of the new education building is a decision only you 
can make. You are asked to bring your level of thinking and giving beyond that of token into 
the true feeling of real sacrificial giving. 

It is very easy to convince ourselves that our ability to give is much less than it really is. The 
luxuries and comforts after which we yearn can quickly be made to seem necessities. And in trim- 
ming down the budget to fit in as many of our heart's desires as possible, the one place we can cut 


CANVASS PLAN 


We are confronted with a great project — that of expanding our Parish House into a larger 
and more effective facility. This task has not been lightly undertaken by the congregation. We will 
succeed to the extent that each family unit participates and to the degree that each pledge repre- 
sents a sacrificial effort and a truly Christian heart. Old and young — high incomes and low 
incomes — each of us using this Church and affiliated with its fellowship must according to his 
ability do hs proportionate part in giving time, money and cooperation to make this venture a 
worthwhile one. It has been agreed that we will conduct 


An Organized Intensive Face-to-Face Solicitation in the Homes 
For Building Fund and Budget Pledges 
Made on a Weekly Schedule 
and Payable Over a Three-Year Period Beginning After December 1, 1955 


During the next few weeks, every member-family of the congregation of St. Mark's Church will 
be visited privately. Solicitation will be limited to all persons and families who are affiliated with 
our Church. There will be no group solicitations, nor will any solicitation be conducted by tele- 
phone. We will concentrate our efforts now and avoid a long drawn out program. 

The member of the congregation who will call on you is a fellow parishioner — one Christian 
calling on another to discuss a matter of equal concern to each. He is not visiting you "to collect" 
your pledge — he is not seeking a cash gift — he is not begging. He is there to discuss the full 
stewardship program and to outline a simple way for you to subscribe a weekly pledge that meets 


down without being forced to give up anything is in our Church giving. We must not yield to 
this temptation. 

The paramount question is not "How much does my Church need?" 

It is: "How much do | need to give as a faithful Christian?" 

The Christian standard of giving begins with $2 per week for each thousand dollars of in- 
come. This kind of giving makes us uncomfortable—it is so much more than is convenient. This 
kind of giving calls for strength of will and courage to sacrifice, but for most of us if we gave 
twice this much for the rest of our lives we would not make up for what we have failed to do 
in the past. 

Most of us put our dollars where our interest lies and it is probably true also that most of 
us do not give enough to the Church to be interested. Our giving makes most of us hypocrites 
for we do so little according to our ability. Yet always real sacrificial giving strengthens faith 
and brings the kind of interest that permits a Church to grow and to render greater Christian 
service. 

Sacrificial giving is the kind we do for those we love. We think in terms of how much we 
can give those we love and how much we can do for them. Selfish giving asks how little can we 
give and get by, how little can we do and still belong? 

In the final analysis the amount of my gift considering my means comes down to the ques- 
tion of how | feel about God, His Church and my own spiritual life. 

Each of us will know that he has pledged enough when he feels that he does not have to 
apologize-for his gift to God or to man. There is a size of pledge in proportionate giving which 
each must make before he experiences real joy in the effort. It is at this point in which our in- 
terests will increase in our Church. 


Yours in stewardship, 
RALPH W. PITMAN, 
Special Gifts Chairman. 


the minimum standard of giving to show your return to God's work His proportionate share of all 
that is given to you. He is asking that when you pledge, you do so on a weekly basis. If other than 
weekly payment is desired, you can arrange this with the Church Office or note this on your 
pledge card. 

Cash contributions and initial cash payments on pledges are not sought and will not be 
accepted during a Canvass visit. Token pledges will bring with them only a lukewarm and token 
interest in the Church—not stewardship. Token pledges are not judged by size but by propor- 
tionate ability to give. This program is designed to help bring the giver closer to his Church, 
not just to get a quantity of pledge cards signed. You are asked to make a pledge that truly 
represents thought, prayer, and effort to show your understanding love and appreciation to 
God and His Church. 

You will be the one to decide how much your gift will be after the visit of the Canvasser. 
You may need help and guidance in reaching a decision of HOW MUCH. The member who 
calls on you will already have made his own sacrificial pledge. He will be able to indicate to you 
the kind of subscriptions others are making. So discuss this matter of pledging with this friend in 
detail. Talk to him about your own subscription as personally as you like. He is there to help you 
and he will respect your confidence as a spiritual matter of Church business. 

Remember that the greatest effect of sacrificial pledging is upon the donors themselves. 
The spiritual value of sacrifice has been known to man since before Christianity. There would be 
no Christians today if it were not for the great sacrifices of our early Christian leaders. You and 
your family are requested to begin now giving serious, prayerful consideration to the amount you 
will endeavor to contribute for our Church. This is your opportunity. 

Your Church does not challenge your ability to give—It challenges your willingness to give. 


Co-operatively yours, 
The Canvass Committee. 


How Much Shall | Give ? 


The possibility of our Church building for the Future will depend entirely upon the size of the 
pledges, because the number of potential subscribers is automatically limited to our member families 
and others who are interested in our Church activities. 

There will be no high pressure solicitation, but instinctively we will not pledge more than a frac- 
tion of the amount to be raised unless we recognize that: 

(I) "Giving is a habit" —usually a weak token-giving habit; 

(2) "Pocket-book-protection"' is an instinct . . . usually af%trong one; 

(3) Our interests follow our dollars—better-than-token giving will help increase our interest in our 

Church and even more important—in our spiritual lives; 

(4) It is easy to criticize, but hard to give sacrificially; 

(5) Until a Christian family is making a sacrificial pledge to the Church, they are impoverish- 
ing their Christianity every time they use any Church facilities because they are content to 
live by what others have done without accepting responsibility themselves—they are "tak- 
ing a free ride''—''parking on someone else's nickel." 

(6) Each of us must ask the Lord in prayer for the answer to "How much can | give?" 

No one will deny the needs of our Church. Whether or not we can fulfill this need depends upon 

whether or not you and | will give sacrificially in honest Christian stewardship. 


It is our hope to provide for our Church as we have been provided for. In proportion to our giv- 
ing ability, let us give. 


CHRISTIAN STANDARD OF LIVING 


Until we undertook our current program in education for stewardship, our members and friends did 
not have any measure by which to help answer the question, "How much shall | give to my church?" 
Of course, we had all heard of tithing, but this was not much help in deciding how much each week. 
To help you see your proportionate share in church giving, your Canvass Committee has drawn up the 
chart below to guide you in your thinking conscientiously as to what should be the MINIMUM you will 
pledge to your church programs week by week: i 


Total Total Total Total 
Family Income Weekly Pledge Family Income Weekly Pledge 
$15,000.00 $30.00 $ 5,000.00 $10.00 
$12,000.00 $24.00 $ 4,500.00 $ 9.00 
$10,000.00 $20.00 $ 4,000.00 $ 8.00 
$ 9,000.00 $18.00 $ 3,500.00 $ 7.00 
$ 8,000.00 $16.00 $ 3,000.00 $ 6.00 
$ 7,500.00 $15.00 $ 2,500.00 - $ 5.00 
$ 7,000.00 $14.00 $ 2,000.00 $ 4.00 
$ 6,000.00 $12.00 $ 1,500.00 $ 3.00 
$ 5,500.00 $11.00 $ 1,000.00 $ 2.00 


Ur 
Volunteer 


Canvasser 


A long awaited day has come to the 
members of our church. Very soon now, one 
of your fellow members of the congregation 
will be calling on you to talk about our new 
education program in church stewardship. We 
all know that a project of this size and impor- 
tance demands our very best efforts. 


lt means sacrifice of time and money as 
well as consecration. It means prayer for 
guidance. It means that each one of us must 
look into his own inner self and decide how 
much he can do for the welfare of his own 
spiritual life. It means faith in ourselves. The 
volunteer worker who calls at your home is 
one of many. He has spent many hours train- 
ing himself for this task. He has pledged gen- 
erously and sacrifically to the program. He 
believes in the worthwhileness of our church 
and its work, and is proving his faith by calling 
on others. His is not an easy job. But YOU 
can help him by extending your welcome 
when he comes, and by listening to his story. 


The responsibility for our church and the 
opportunity to sacrifice for it are ours. Let us 
face the challenge with determination and 
give our best. 


JOHN E. McLAUGHLIN 


Teams Chairman 


ANTHONY RIDGEWAY 


Training Chairman 


OUR PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH 


Almighty God, who has promised that wherever Thy name is 
recorded Thou wilt come with Thy blessing, look with favor, we beseech 
Thee, upon our endeavors to continue building a Church in this place 
worthy of Thy holy name. Direct our plans in accordance with Thy will. 
Help us to think generously of others. Forgive us our mistakes as we 
forgive those who have erred against us. Help us draw closer to fellow- 
ship in Thy Church. Bless our service and our gifts as a sacrifice worthy 
of Thy love and abundance to us. And do Thou move the hearts and 
wills of each of us to give and to serve until our purpose is accomplished 
to Thy honor and glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

: —Amen. 


